
2015 Search for Academic Excellence Fact Pattern 
 
John Sully, a COD Paralegal Studies Program graduate, works for the Law Offices of Johnson 
and Smith, in Glen Ellyn.  He has been on the job there for 16 months. He is well-liked, and just 
received a merit raise.   
 
John is often asked to take work home with him, to complete over the weekend.  Late last Friday 
afternoon, his boss, Tara Smith, asked him to type up a rough draft of a property settlement 
agreement in the dissolution of marriage case known as Green v. Green.   Tara requested the 
completed draft be on her desk first thing Monday morning.  
 
John’s office represents Mrs. Green, who is being sued for divorce by Mr. Green.  The case is 
contentious.  Mrs. Green has known assets of $3.8 million, and income of roughly $200,000 per 
year.  Mr. Green is a stay at home dad, and has assets of about $65,000.  The parties have two 
young children.  Mr. Green is suing for maintenance, child support, and one-half of Mrs. Green’s 
assets.  Mr. Green alleges Mrs. Green is hiding additional assets overseas.  Mrs. Green has met 
with Tara several times to discuss the situation.  John took notes at the meetings, and stored 
several pages of highly confidential data in her file. 
 
John downloaded the electronic file to his personal flash drive Friday afternoon, so he could 
work on the case over the weekend.  He left the office Friday at 5:00, with his flash drive safely 
stored in his pocket.  He stopped at Jewel on his way home from work, to pick up some groceries 
for dinner.  He arrived home shortly after 6:00, without his flash drive.  He assumes he lost it.  It 
also might have been stolen out of his pocket. 
 
What should he have done before leaving the office? What is his ethical duty to Tara, and to Mrs. 
Green?  What happens if the flash drive falls into the wrong hands? To whom does John owe 
phone call(s)?  What steps must he take, and how quickly must he take them?  What should John 
do?  What should his office do to prevent something like this from happening again?   
 
 
 
 


