
 
 
 

 
 

THE JOHN MARSHALL LAW SCHOOL 
FAIR HOUSING LEGAL SUPPORT CENTER  

 

FAIR HOUSING/FAIR LENDING COURSE FOR COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS 

 
Background 
 

Established in 1899, The John 
Marshall Law School is one of the 
largest independent law schools in 
the nation.  John Marshall has been 
a pioneer in the development of 
fair housing law in legal education 
and is one of the leading providers 
of advance programs in this field.  
In 1991, the law school established 
the Fair Housing Legal Support 
Center.  The mission of the Center 
is to educate the public, housing 
providers, and government 
personnel about fair housing law 
and to provide legal assistance to 
private and public organizations 
and persons seeking to eliminate 
discriminatory housing practices.  
Among its many activities, the 
Center presents conferences and 
workshops, conducts litigation 
skills training for attorneys, 
develops informational materials, 
and files amicus curiae briefs.  The 
John Marshall Law School Fair 
Housing Clinic is one of the few 
legal clinics in the United States 
devoted to fair housing training 
and enforcement.  The mission of 
the Clinic is to create and ensure 
open, integrated and balanced 
living patterns that strengthen 
neighborhoods and communities in 
the Chicago Metropolitan Area by 
providing legal services to 
individuals who experience 
housing discrimination and who 

may otherwise not have access to 
legal representation. 
 

The Need 
 

The Chicago Metropolitan Area 
contains diverse populations 
protected under the Fair Housing 
Act. The City of Chicago Fair 
Housing Plan points out that 
“[l]landlords and building owners 
continue to discriminate against 
individuals and families based on 
race, color, age, religion, disability, 
national origin, ancestry, parental 
status, military discharge status, 
marital status, source of income, or 
sexual orientation.”  Surrounding 
counties have also identified 
housing problems.  Minority 
groups in the region continue to 
experience barriers to home 
ownership, and the foreclosure 
crisis is impacting families 
throughout the region.  Informed 
and dedicated advocates and 
workers are needed to address 
these fair housing issues.   
 

Goals 
 

The Fair Housing/Fair Lending 
Course aims to familiarize college 
and university students with fair 
housing law and enforcement and 
lending discrimination and inspire 
them to pursue careers in fair 
housing enforcement and 
investigation. The program was 
created to increase public 
awareness about the importance of 

equal opportunity in housing and to 
share information regarding fair 
housing and fair lending 
obligations.  
 

Student Participants  
 

Selected college and university 
students in the Chicago 
Metropolitan Area will learn about 
federal, state, and local laws and 
regulations that assist in 
eliminating discrimination in 
housing and preserving homes for 
vulnerable persons.  Students will 
also be trained to analyze, detect, 
and address discriminatory housing 
practices.  
 

The Educational Experience 
 

Students can earn up to 3-credit 
hours in the 13-week course 
depending upon their colleges or 
universities policies. Classes to be 
held from 6-9 p.m. once a week on 
Tuesdays starting tentatively in 
January 2019 through May 2019 
for the Spring 2019 semester. 
 
The Course:   
The Fair Housing/Fair Lending 
Course will include an overview 
of:  
 

• Fair Housing Law   
• Law Enforcement 
• Land Use and Zoning 
• Fair Lending Practices 
• Fair Housing Investigations 

and Testing 



  

Funding is contingent upon the receipt of grant award for the Fair Housing/Fair Lending Program provided  by the United States 
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Program Education and Outreach Initiative 
   

• Fair Housing Alternative 
Dispute Mechanisms 

 
 

The course will consist of lectures, 
group discussions, presentations by 
guest experts and students.  Active 
student participation is integral.  
 

Career Exploration:  The course 
will end with a discussion about 
careers in civil rights and fair 
housing. Students will be required 
as part of the course to make a 
presentation on fair housing law at 
their home institutions or in the 
community.  
 
Benefits for Students 
 
Students selected to participate in 
the Fair Housing Course will: 
 
• Learn about fair housing and 

related civil rights issues 

• Make a presentation at their 
home college or university or 
in the community about fair 
housing or fair lending issues. 

• Meet with experts in the field 
and attend events sponsored by 
local fair housing agencies and 
organizations; 

• Enhance interpersonal and 
group presentation skills; 

• Receive up to 3 hours of 
academic credit if approved by 
their home institution. 

• Disclaimer:  Due to ABA rules 
prohibiting the granting of 
credit towards a Juris 
Doctorate before a student has 
taken the LSAT and been 
admitted to the law school, the 
credits awarded by this course 
may not be used towards a 
Juris Doctorate 

 
 
Benefit for the Community  
 

The capstone experience required of 
each participant is a presentation at 
their home college or university or 
community open to interested 
students, faculty, and staff, the 
general public, and all protected 
classes under the Fair Housing Act. 
 

 
APPLICATIONS ARE DUE 
NOVEMBER 1, 2018 FOR 
SPRING 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
For Additional Information Contact 
 

Michael P. Seng, Executive Director Tiffany M. Hughes, Project Attorney 
Phone: 312.987.1446 Phone: 847.630.0228 
E-mail: 7seng@jmls.edu E-mail: hughest@jmls.edu 

 
 

The John Marshall Law School 
Fair Housing Legal Support Center 
Fair Housing/Fair Lending Course 

315 South Plymouth Court, Suite CBA-800 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

Email: Hughest@jmls.edu 
 

Please insert “Fair Housing/Fair Lending Course” in the subject of your email 
 


